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THE FRIEND. 


IOUS AND LITERARY JOURNAL. 


SEVENTH-DAY, FIFTH MONTH 29, 1886. NO. 43. 


|The remainder of my pilgrimage, however,|been purchased by frequent illness. * * She 
jmust be short. I pray that I may be enabled|bad perbaps, she said, written too much ; yet 
\to spend the remaining portion of life better ishe sometimes regretted that she had not 
than I have done the past; and I believe she}foltowed-up her own serious intention of writ- 
| was taken from me in order to quicken my |ing a little treatise expressly on ‘The Law of 
jrepentance and preparation. My chief earth-|Consideration,’ which was so continually and 
ly support was removed, that I might lean/needlessly violated in the innumerable little 
more entirely upon God.” circumstances and situations of life. To in- 

We will now resume the quotations from stance in a few cases, with respect to trades- 
the biography: “In the spring of the year|men, to avoid taking long credit, which causes 
1822, Hannah More was suddenly seized with|them so much anxiety and distress, and not 
an inflammation of the chest, of which the unfrequently ruin, and not to change them 
symptoms were so formidable as to allow but/capriciously, or for one fault ; with respect to 
faint hopes that her frame could withstand servants, not to give them trouble wantonly, 
their violence: they were however subdued,|because we will not condescend to think it of 
but not till the severity of the remedies ap-|any consequence ; towards those who are sub- 
plied had nearly undermined ber natural ject to us in any way, to avoid those little in- 





About a week after the appearance of strength. Dr. Carrick, who was her phy-|considerate acts which point out to them in 


“Moral Sketches,” it pleased Him “ who 
giveth and taketh away” to deprive ber, after 
an illness of only four days, of her best beloved 
and sole surviving sister, Martha More,—her 
zealous coadjutor in all ber charitable labors, 
the judicious promoter of all her wishes and 
designs, the tender nurse and soother of her 


* * 


companion of her healthier hours. * 


The conflict was very sharp, and “she would }termine for life or death by holding up my 


utterly have fainted, but that she believed 
verily to see the goodness of the Lord in the) 
land of the living;” and that goodness she 
lived to experience in a calm and trusting 
composure, which was ber companion to ber 
latest hour, filling “the aching void” caused | 
by the loss of all her four sisters, and com-| 
forting her on every side. The following, 
written to a friend, will portray the feelings 
of the bereaved sister : 

“I may now indeed say, ‘My house is left| 
unto me desolate!’ I bless my Heavenly 
Father, however, that He has not left me 
without consolation and support. And when 
I reflect on Aer immense gain, I am ashamed} 
to dwell so much on my own loss. She had} 
a true friendship for you. You knew ber well, 
and knew how much she deserved to be loved ; | 
how much she must necessarily be lamented. 
In my affliction I endeavor to keep my mer- 
cies before my eyes. I find not one reason 
for murmurs; but many for thanksgiving. 
She was enabled, after a life of devotedness| 
to God, to bear her dying testimony to his 
faithfulness and truth. I feel thankful that 
she is removed from a world of pain and suf- 
fering, of sin and sorrow, to that blessed state 
purchased for her by Him who loved ber, and 
gave himself for her; that she indeed sleeps 
in Jesus. Her last words were expressive of| 
her strong Christian hope. She repeatedly 
renounced all dependence on herself, or ber 
works, and declared she looked for salvation 


\trying. * * * In discoursing upon her illness, | 


sickness, and the enlivening and intelligent | when the result was most precarious, with | 


ito read. 


sician in this critical illness, acknowledged a painful manner their inferiority ; with re- 
‘his art was seconded by the cheerful compo-'spect to lodging-houses, to be scrupulously 
\sure of her mind. Her sufferings under the careful not to injure the furniture in them. 
|paroxysms of her complaint were said, by|Of all which rules and principles no human 
ithose who principally attended her during |being exhibited a more beautiful practical 
the course of it, to have been very sharp and|comment than herself. * * * The day after 
this conversation, her illness considerably in- 
creased ; and when the friend whose edifying 
privilege it was to watch her sick-bed came 
to her in the morning, and lamented over her 
sufferings, she exclaimed with a gentle smile, 
‘I have given any sign of progress in a re-|‘Shall I receive so much good at the hand of 
ligious life, it was that I never felt reluctant |the Lord, and shall [ not receive evil? ‘I 
to give all due credit to the virtue and piety | became dumb, and opened not my mouth, for 
of those who did not love me, and have|thou didst it.’ ‘Thou will lay no more upon 
heartily and sincerely rejoiced in all the good|me than thou will enable me to bear.’ She 
that was in them, or has happened to them.’ |then lamented having been obliged so con- 
When reference was afterward made to some stantly to disturb the servant who slept in 
little inconsistencies in the conduct of a per-|her apartment; ‘ but indeed,’ she added, ‘my 
son of pious character, she exclaimed, with a|strokes were heavier than my groanings. I 
sigh, ‘Ab! the weaknesses of the wise and dread my remedies,’ she continued, ‘almost 
the errors of the good would make more more than my disease; but it is my duty to 
volumes than I have written, or should like submit to them, and I had rather suffer from 

When I turn my thoughts upon the'yielding up my own will than triumph by 
world, there are but three things which deeply | having it.’ * * * Her illness increased about 
interest me—the state of the Church, the re- 


‘this time so much as greatly to diminish the 
ligious progress of the king, and the abolition hope of her :ecovery, and she gave many and 
of slavery. * * * In one of her conversa- affecting indications of her inward desire to 
tions she observed, that repose and quiet bad depart. She begged a friend to pray for her 
been the blessings she most desired during that she might not disgrace her Christian pro- 
the greater part of her existence ; that she fession in her last agonies; and when that 
bad retired from London, thinking to possess friend expressed her full confidence that ber 
some years of tranquillity and calm reflection; Heavenly Father would not desert her, ‘In- 
between the world and the grave, with the decd,’ she answered, ‘it would be sadly un- 
hope of enjoying literary leisure, rural em-| grateful to doubt it, for He has never suffered 
ployments, and religious meditations; but|my faith to fail for an instant; it is not always 
that it was not thought good for her by anjin equal exercise, but it is like my disorder,’ 
all-wise Providence, to have these wishes|(alluding to herinternal soreness, which mani- 
gratified; for that, very soon after taking |fested itself upon pressure) ‘when I seek for 
possession of Cowslip Green, a career of labor jit, it is always there.’ 
opened to her in the various schools which | “When one of her friends, seeing ber in 
she found it her duty to establish in the sur-|much suffering, could not forbear lamenting 


one of her friends, she said, ‘If I could de- 


band, I would not do it. If,’ she continued, 








only to a crucified Saviour. When a friend 
pitied the excruciating pain she was suffer- 


rounding villages, and which kept her in con-|over her, ‘Consider,’ she said, ‘every stroke 
stant exertion. That the Repository Tracts|comes from a merciful Father; they are all 
next succeeded, which robbed her of all her | given in number, measure, and weight; not 


ing, she said, ‘Ob, I love my sufferings; they | leisure for several years; and during the later one more than is necessary.’ Shortly after 
come from God, and I love everything that'period of her life, a constant succession of|she began to enumerate all the various seiz- 


comes from Him,’ 


Shall I mourn for such a| visitors and letters bad left ber no time that|ures o 
death? and yet cannot but mourn deeply.|could be called her own, save that which had/enced during the last three years, adding, 


severe illness that she had experi- 
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‘Every one of them said to me, prepare to 
meet thy God! yet still I am not duly pre- 
pared, or I should be taken. I enumerate 
them that I may think upon the long-suffer- 
ing and sparing goodness of my Heavenly 
Father; but if I am not better than I am, 
after so much loving correction, what should 
I have been without it? She afterward men- 
tioned, as a remarkable circumstance, that 
the year in which she wrote ‘Moral Sketches,’ 
her seventy-fifth, was the only one she could 
recollect of her life during no part of which 
she had been confined to her bed. She one 
morning told an attending friend, who came 
early to her bedside, that she had enjoyed, 
during the past night, nearer and more en- 
dearing views of the eternal world than she 
had ever before been favored with, and was 
able to bring to ber mind every text of Scrip- 
ture which bore upon the subject; and that 
she bad amused her sleepless hours with 
paraphrasing them. ‘I seem,’ said she, ‘to 
long as much for the holiness as the bappi- 
ness of heaven; it is such a blessed idea to be 
delivered from the possibility of sinning!’ 
The following night was a peculiarly suffer- 
ing one, and after describing it to ber anxious 
friends, she exclaimed, ‘Heaviness may en- 
dure for a night, but joy cometh in the morn- 
ing.’ 

“As her strength appeared to be rapidly 
declining, she mentioned her symptoms to 
one of her medical attendants: ‘ But,’ con- 
tinued she, ‘I shall still be enabled to fight 
the battle—for it is not to the strong.’ After 
his departure she repeated the 39th Psalm, 
till she came to the verse beginning, ‘Ob 
spare me a little,’ when she broke off, saying, 
‘That part I will not repeat—it does not ex- 
press my feeling.’ Sbe observed that she 
could not but reflect, ‘ What a happiness it 
was, both for my dear sister Patty and her- 
self, that they bad never had any wild specu- 
lations in religion, and bad never disturbed 
themselves about those mysterious parts of 
Scripture which human wisdom was unequal 
to solve.’ Once more, however, after repeated 
fluctuations, an abatement of the material 
symptoms gave renewed hopes of her re- 
covery ; she was then reluctantly obliged to 
take cognizance of some pecuniary concerns ; 
and when speaking on the subject she sud- 
denly interrupted herself, exclaiming, ‘Ab! 
it we had no better bank !' When her physi- 
cian expressed his hopes that she was now 
beginning to make a progress toward re- 
covery, she said to him, ‘I fear I am not 
thankful enough ; but suppose you were going 
a long journey, to receive a large inheritance, 
and when almost arrived at its end were sud- 
denly called back to receive two or three 
trifling sums of money, would you not be 
grieved?’ She often remarked during ber ill- 
ness, that it was one of the evils of sickness 
to induce selfishness, and was ever suspecting 
and accusing herself of inattention to the 
comfort and accommodation of those who at- 
tended upon her.” 


(To be continued.) 


ae 


Till the nations and people in general be 
turned unto and receive the gift of God, 
which He hath universally given to all man- 
kind to profit withal, the opening of eternal 
life they can never see, neither can the way 
thereof be manifested or known by anything 
short of it.—A. Rigge. 








THE FRIEND. 


ee 


For ‘‘ The Friend.’”’ 
Sea-side Rambles.—No. 11. 


Having occasion to be at Atlantic City on 
the 21st of the Third month, after a strong 
easterly wind had been blowing, I was much 
impressed with the unusual height of the surf 
and the quantity of foam that was blown 
from it to the shore— 

“ With fuller reach and stronger swell, 
Wave after wave advanced ; 

Each following billow lifted the last foam 

That trembled on the sand with rain-bow hues.” 
The rain-bow hues of the foam were very 
conspicuous when the sun shone. In some 
spots the foam was piled up in masses almost 
waist deep ; and seemed singularly persistent. 
It could be handled, and was blown about by 
the wind like masses of loose cotton, and yet 
retain its form as a mass of bubbles. Asa 
wave would break on the shore, and a wide 
stretch of the gently sloping sand would be 
covered with a thin sheet of water running 
up over it, little bunches of foam would sail 
about over the wet sand, impelled by the 


——————————————eeee 
some of the gardens of the town, and are wel] 
worthy of being preserved, as reminders of 
the former condition of the place. 

Under the lee of the sand-bills, and pro. 
tected from the wind by the cedars, a com. 
fortable temperature was soon restored ; and 
I had the opportunity of noticing more care. 
fully the manner of growth of these planta, 
In the depressions between the hills, th 
reached a height of fifteen feet or more; byt 
as they ascended the sides of the hills, the 
trees were lower and lower, so that the to 
of the whole grove approximated to a level, 
This effect was produced by the force of the 
winds, which soon injure and stunt any shoot 
that presumes to erect itself above its fellow, 
Indeed the wind seems to act like sheats, 
clipping off every thing to a level, or at least 
to a uniform line of top. The only direction 
in which they can develop much is horizon. 
tally ; and it is interesting to notice how the 
trees have been forced to send out their 
branches in long level lines, where they far. 
nish to each other mutual protection from 


wind, with an appearance, and a degree of|the wind. 


solidity that was rather remarkable in so frail 
a material. 
why it is, that sea-water makes so persistent 
a foam, and what it is that gives a tenacity 
to the bubbles similar to that which soap 
furnishes to fresh water. 

On the 22d, I took a walk along the same 
beach, that had furnished so many objects of 
interest on the same day of the previous 
month. But although there were still objects 
of interest to be found, miles of the shore 
which had before been almost covered with 
shells, and where we saw hundreds of living 
Gapers (Clams), Boat-shells, and Razor-shells, 
now did not furnish a single live specimen. 
The smooth sand furnished delightful walk- 
ing, but little else, except here and there a 
broken shell or small bunch of sea-weed. Yet 
along the line where the water reaches dur- 
ing the highest tides, or in storms, there was 
the usual deposit of dead shells and other 
wreckage from the sea; and this supplied 
some specimens worthy of being brought 
away for further examination. 

After spending much of the day, and walk- 
ing several miles on the darren sands, I was 
greatly surprised, on coming to a part of the 
beach opposite the houses of Atlantic City, 
to see a considerable space almost covered 
with abundant masses of sea-weed, among 
which were numerous Lady-Crabs, with spot- 
ted shields, (which people were gathering for 
food), and other forms of marine life. Wind 
and tide, and local currents, as well as the 
season of the year, greatly modify the condi- 
tion of the shore, as to the deposits upon it, 
so that the results of one visit are not sure to 
be duplicated on the next. 

Soon after setting out in the morning, I 
encountered a strong breeze from the west, 
which not only sent the sand streaming over 
the beach, but blew some of it with stinging 
sensations against my face. The air was cold 
also, so that [ soon felt willing to take tem- 
porary shelter among the sand-hills and cedar- 
bushes, which cover part of the uninhabited 
island, south of Atlantic City. It reminded 
me of my first visit to the island, soon after 


the completion of the railroad, when most of 


the space now covered with houses and streets 
was a succession of narrow ridges of sand, 
heaped up by the wind, and covered with 
cedars. Of these trees, a few still remain in 


The dense bush behind which I was seated, 


It would be interesting to know| was 6 or 8 feet in height, but of considerable 


circuit. On looking at it more closely, I was 
interested to find that it was really an an. 
cient tree, of a foot in diameter, but branch 
ing so near to the ground, as to seem buts 
bush. One of its neighbors, which was still 
further up the slope, was correspondingly 
lower, and I observed that at a foot from the 
ground it sent out horizontal branches which 
|were about 15 feet in length. The height of 
ithe tree was about 5 feet. 

These cedars are the same kind as those 
which abound in the swamps of New Jersey. 
But in localities removed from the winds of 
the coast, they grow very closely together, 
‘and shoot up tall and slender, seeking air and 
light. This species is known as the White 
Cedar (Cupressus thyoides), and in favorable 
situations, sometimes reaches a height of 70 
feet. It is not the same plant as the Red 
Cedar (Juniperus virginiana), which is com 
mon in old fields, especially where the soil is 
rather thin. The two trees can readily be 
‘distinguished by the color of the wood, one 
being white, the other red ; or by comparing 
the seed vessels. The White Cedar bears its 
seeds in little globular woody cones. The 
fruit of the Red Cedar is a kind of black berry 
with a whitish bloom. 

But we must not spend too much time 
among the cedars. Returning to the sea-side, 
\1 watched the gulls, a number of which wer 
‘sweeping with strong and rapid flight among 
the breakers, occasionally rising a few feet, 
as if to obtain a wider range of vision, and 
then gracefully curving down so as almost or 
quite to touch the water. The lines of the 
poet Southy were applicable— 








“ Unvex’d with storms, the peaceful billows play; 
The firmament above is bright and clear ; 
The sea-fowl, lords of water, air and land, 
Joyous alike upon the wind appear ; 
Or when they ride the waves, or walk the sand; 
Beauty and light and joy are everywhere.” 


Groups of them in the distance were seated 
on the sand. If these were seeking food, | 
could not tell of what kind it was, for on 
reaching the spot there appeared to be notb- 
ing edible. If the shore had furnished tbe 


same abundance of shell-fish as on my pre 
vious visit, I might have witnessed a trait of 
gull-character, described to me by a friend 
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the day before. On one occasion he saw some 
of these gulls trying to make a meal of the 
large clams (or gapers) which areso abundant. 
A gull would carry one to a considerable 
height in the air, and let it drop on the bard, 
wet sand, so as to break it open. But before 
be could descend to reap the fruit of his labor, 
a thieving companion, which had staid on the 
ground and watched the process, stole the 
clam. At another trial, the soaring gull com- 
menced to descend before letting go of the 
¢lam, so that he might the sooner reach it 
afler it struck the sand; but the thief was 
again too quick, and swallowed the fish. To- 
day there were no clams in sight to try the 
honesty of these beautiful birds; and for 
aught I could see each one fairly pursued his 
own fishing. 

In a wide-mouthed vial, I put some sea- 
water and a few small marine productions, 
which I brought home with me for more care- 
ful examination. A few days afterwards I 
placed a drop of this water on a glass slide 
under the microscope, and was delighted with 
the animated scene it presented. Little trans- 
parent oval animals (too small to be discerned 
by the unassisted eye) were shooting about 
in all directions, in hot haste ; sometimes sud- 
denly changing their course, or quickly re- 
volving. Their bodies were composed of a) 
material as elastic as India-rubber; for they | 
would bend them at right angles, or lengthen | 
or contract at pleasure. 

On again examining some of the water from 
my vial, after another interval, I found the) 
tenants of the drop were mostly longer and_| 
slenderer in proportion than those I had first} 
seen, reminding one of a school of young fish. | 
Though still active, these were quieter in their | 
movements; they moved backward or for- 
ward, apparently with equal facility. Among, 
them were a few oval-shaped animals, one} 
end of which opened like the mouth of a bag, | 
surrounded with a fringe. The vibrations of! 
this fringe were plainly visible, and the ani-| 
mals themselves seemed busily engaged in| 
hunting and swallowing small particles which | 
I supposed were the food on which they sub- 
sisted. 

Such animalcules as these and their allies, 
are supposed to furnish food to many shell- 
fish which are incapable of motion, and must 
depend on the supply brought to them by the 
waves. The currents of water constantly 
flowing through their organs, bring countless 
multitudes of these minute forms of life, and 
they are sifted out and digested by the oysters, 
mussels, &c. 

The more one investigates the processes of 
nature, the more wonderful they appear ; and 
the more utterly impossible the devout mind 
feels it to be, to comprehend the powers and 
wisdom of that Almighty Creator, who has 
enabled the material elements to assume such 
infinite variety of form under the power of 
the mysterious principle of life; and who is 
ever cognizant of all that transpires in his 
universe. J. W. 


For ‘‘ The Friend.” 


Maria Fox, of Tottenham. 

Maria Fox (of Tottenham), the daughter 
of Benjamin and Tabitha Middleton, was 
born in 1793, at Wellingborough, in North- 
amptonshire. Trained to habits of industry, 
order and filial obedience by ber exemplary 
parents, she quite early in life answered their 
many and fervent prayers that she might be 
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sonal notice through the district intended. | fulness. 
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brought under the regulating influence of the|sions by dear friends, whom we not only 
Holy Spirit, and be led to see the beauty of|cordially esteem and love, but whose spirits 
the truth as it is in Jesus. are brought into a deep and true exercise 
Soon after the death of her mother, her|before the Lord, that his name alone may be 
health becoming very delicate, she removed |exalted, and that He would be pleased to 
in the year 1821, with her only and beloved | bless us together.” 
sister, Hannah Middleton, to Southampton,} “Inthe neighborhood of this busy metropo- 
believing that the change of residence, to/lis, there is much that comes unexpectedly, 
that locality near the sea, might prove bene-|and it is a great matter to be prepared for 
ficial. Here, as in other places where her|whatever the day may bring forth. I am 
lot was cast, her benevolent heart was often| persuaded the more we can cherish the feel- 
brought to feel deeply for the poor, the|ing implied in those words of the apostle, 
afflicted and for the very outcasts of society ;|‘Yo are not your own,’ the more thoroughly 
and she was much engaged in efforts to im-|we sball enjoy the privileges that belong to 
prove their material and moral condition.|the enlarged sphere of the Christian, who 
Being careful to wait for the puttings forth|may always find matter for instruction, and 
and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, she was|stimulus to gratitude, if bis heart is really 
given to feel the safety and the blessedness/filled with the love of Christ. It is good to 
of moving in simple dependence upon Him. |be permitted to minister, in outward things, 
In 1825, she was acknowledged as a minis-|to any of those for whom He bas displayed 
ter, and in the following year, in company|bis wonderful love, that He died for them: 
with her sister and her valued relative, Ann|much more, to give but a cup of cold water 
Alexander, she visited some parts of Hol-|to a disciple in the name of a disciple. The 
land and Germany. In 1827, she was united|Lord Jesus came, not to be ministered unto, 
in marriage to Samuel Fox, of Somersetsbire,|}but to minister. Oh! for more of the mind 
to whom she became a tenderly attached and|that was in Him.” 
faithful companion, and to her children, a} During the summer of this year, a visit 
very affectionate and ever-watchful mother.|was made to Brighton, Samuel, the husband 
The removal to Tottenham took place injof Maria Fox, having been disabled by a 
1838. Following are some extracts from her|rather sudden and serious attack of lame- 
Journal, written after this change of resi-| ness, for which entire rest and sea-air were 
dence to the neighborhood of the great me-|recommended by the surgeon. Maria Fox 
tropolis, where, notwithstanding her bodily |felt it right before going thither, to ask of 
weakness, she felt drawn to frequently en-| her Monthly Meeting the liberty to appoint a 
gage in labors of a somewhat public nature: |few public meetings at Brighton and in its 
An evening meeting appointed at Friends’ neighborhood. During the seven weeks of 
Meeting-House, Tottenbam, for the lowly ones the stay at that place, six meetings (says the 
inhabiting the district surrounding it. 1840. Journal) were held in the town; some of 
“Our friends who have been most indefatig- them for particular classes of the inhabitants, 
able in their endeavors to aid in the carrying others of a more general character. There 
out of this concern toward the poor and|were also meetings at Lewes, Shoreham and 
miserable, had given a very thorough per- Southwick; in all, abundant cause for thank- 
When we went, I was greatly dis- 
The day was most stormy and unfavorable,'couraged about my dear husband’s health, 
but it cleared up before the time for meeting and very low myself as well as poorly—fan- 
in the evening. The attendance was much cied I must have a little time to recruit the 
larger than we expected. The sight of such body before any service of this kind could be 
a number of poor men and women coming in set about. But in the first meeting of Friends 
to sit down with us in our own meeting-|we were at, whilst sitting under these feel- 
j|bouse, many of them, probably, such as go ings, it seemed to be clearly presented to my 
ivery little to places of worship, was interest- mind that there must be no excuse or plead- 
\ing and affecting in nosmall degree. A sweet ings for ease, but that if there was a disposi- 
and solemn stillness covered us from the tion to yield a willing obedience and to enter 
first, and great decorum prevailed. The in simple faith upon the work, the Lord 
parable of the great man, who made a feast would not only supply the needful strength as 
and invited his guests, sending forth his ser- it was wanted, but would also care for us in 
vants with the message, ‘All things are those other and important respects, which 
ready,’ was brought with some freshness and were in part the object of our journey. I 
in a lively mannerto my remembrance; and therefore ventured to propose the appoint- 
after a short time of silence I ventured to ment of a meeting for that evening, which 
stand up and speak a little of the gospel was cheerfully acceded to by our friends. 
invitation, and of the willingness of men The young men were diligent in giving the 
to make excuses. Matter continued to notice, and it proved a time of the renewal 
open, and I trust it may be said, there was of our faith. Truly our great and good 
the renewed extending of the crook of Master bas confirmed to his unwortby ser- 
the Heavenly Shepherd, who follows the vants the word whereon he caused them to 
wanderers, and would gather them all into hope.” 
the fold of his love. Oh! that through his! 1841. “The condition of the poor, in the 
tender mercy they may not only hear, but neighborhood of London, is very affecting. 
obey the call. The company were deeply Such dense masses of misery, as we have no 
attentive and serious in their deportment, idea of in the country, where wages are a 
and the meeting ended with supplication to great deal lower. The high price of labor 
the Lord on behalf of different conditions in London and the neighborhood, does not 
that might be present. Some of our hearts seem to produce those results which should 
were, I believe, humbled in gratitude for naturally flow from it. It is too much the 
these renewed proofs of Divine condescen- habit of the working-classes to spend what 
sion. Oh! how great is the strength and they get, whether less or more, and the high 
comfort of being surrounded on these occa- rate of wages induces such multitudes to 
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crowd together, where there is any hope of 
obtaining them, that there are, after all, large 
numbers wholly unemployed, The high rents 
and the price of provisions must also be taken 
into account, with the demoralizing effect 
of that mixed and crowded state in which 
they live. How I long that our Society, 
small as are its numbers comparatively, could 
in some way or other find, consistently witb 
its principles, a mode of exerting a more 
direct and powerful influence upon the moral 
and spiritual condition of the poor in Lon- 
don. Friends are very liberal to their poor 
neighbors; and in much of what is done 
they are active and useful; but is there not 
still a work for which our Society is pecu- 
liarly fitted, an extensive field of labor? May 
the Lord prepare and direct the laborers!” 

Later in the year, with the approval of 
her Monthly Meeting, Maria Fox and a com- 
panion were liberated for religious service in 
the compass of Leicester Monthly meeting. 
Ata meeting held on the premises of one of their 
friends, there were present “ about one bun- 
dred and seventy laborers from their own and 
neighboring farms, who were remarkably 
quiet and orderly.” Of one of the gather- 
ings, Maria Fox says: “The meeting last 
evening, though not very large, was, I think, 
as comfortable and relieving as any we have 
yet had—remarkably still. There were two) 
other meetings held at the same time in the 
town; one at the Mechanic’s Institute, and 
one by the Chartists. With all these excite- 
ments, it is the more comforting that there 
should be so many disposed to come to a 
Friends’ meeting, and sit so quietly there, 
and proves, I think, that there are some who 
desire to seek after better things amidst their 
trials.” 

Referring to denominational strife and the 
spread of ceremonialism, with the trend to- 
ward Popery in the Established Church, 
she observes: “Surely there is as much 
need now as ever for those who are Protest- 
ants indeed, to look well to their standing, 
especially for the members of our Society, to 
see that they have their loins girded about, 
and their lights burning. Whatever may be 
the overturnings that may yet be permitted 
in the visible Church, whatever the power 
given for a time, in the unsearcbable counsels 
of the Divine will, to the beast and to those 
who have received his mark and the number 
of his name, I do believe the Lord bas a 
work for us asa people, and that in doing, or 
in suffering, according to his holy will, the 
language to us is, ‘Be thou faithful unto 
death!’ Give it unto us, O, Lord, we be- 
seech Thee! and to our precious children, so 
to appreciate the value of those truths we 
have been taught, as that we may ‘bold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering’ 
in every day of trial, and may know, for our- 
selves, the truth of that blessed declaration, 
‘they that know thy name will put their 
trust in Thee, for thou, Lord, hast not for- 
saken them that seek tbhee!’” 

The subject of this notice witnessed a 
happy close, the 15th of the First Month, 
1844. Some of the foregoing expressions, 
in connection with London and its populace, 
may, I believe, be profitably considered by us 
who live in and around the city which Wil- 
liam Penn founded. J. W. L. 

They are never alone who are accompanied 
with noble thoughts.—Philip Sidney. 








Selected. 


THINK GENTLY OF THE ERRING. 


Think gently of the erring ; 
Ye know not of the power, 
With which the dark temptation came 
In some unguarded hour, 
Ye may not know how earnestly 
They struggled, or how well; 
Until the hour of weakness came 
And sadly thus they fell. 


Think gently of the erring; 
Oh do thou not forget 

However darkly stained by sin, 
He is thy brother yet, 

Heir of the self-same heritage, 
Child of the self-same God; 

He hath but stumbled in the path 
Thou hast in weakness trod. 


Speak gently of the erring; 
For is it not enough, 
That innocence and peace are gone 
Without thy answer rough? 
It sure must be a weary lot 
That sin-crushed heart to bear, 
And they who share a happier fate 
Their chidings well may spare. 


Speak kindly to the erring ; 
And thou may’st lead them back, 
With holy words, and tones of love, 
From misery’s thorny track ; 
Forget not thou hast often sinned, 
And sinful yet may be; 
Deal gently with the erring one, 
As God has dealt with thee. 





Selected, 


THE THREE LITTLE CHAIRS. 


They sat alone by the bright wood fire, 
The gray-haired dame and the ancient sire, 


Dreaming of days gone by; 


The tear drops fell on each wrinkled cheek, 
They both had thoughts that they could not speak, 


As each heart uttered a sigh. 


For their sad and tearful eyes descried 
Three little chairs set side by side 


Against the sitting-room wall ; 


Old-fashioned enough as there they stood, 
Their seats of rush and their frames of wood, 


With their backs so straight and tall. 


Then the sire shook his silvery head, 
And with trembling voice he gently said : 


“ Mother, those empty chairs ; 


They bring us such sad, sad thoughts to-night, 
We'll put them forever out of sight 


In the small dark room up stairs.” 


But she answered, “ Father, no, not yet, 
For I look at them, and I forget 


That the children went away ; 


The boys come back, and our Mary, too, 
With her apron on of checkered blue, 


And sit here every day. 


“So let them stand, though empty now, 
And every time when alone we bow 


At the Father’s throne to pray, 


We'll ask to meet the children above, 
In our Saviour’s home of rest and love, 


Where no child goeth away.” 





Selected. 


“THIS, TOO, SHALL PASS AWAY.” 


Art thou in misery, brother? Then, I pray, 
Be comforted ! 


Art thou elated ? 
Temper thy joy; this, too, shall pass away ! 


Art thou in danger? Still let reason sway, 
And cling to hope; this, too, shall pass away ! 


Thy grief shall pass away. 
Ah! be not too gay; 


Tempted, art thou? In all thine anguish lay 
One truth to heart ; this, too, shall pass away ! 


Do rays of loftiest glory round thee play ! 
King-like art thou ? this, too, shall pass away ! 


Whate’er thou art, where’er thy footsteps stray, 
Heed the wise words: This, too, shall pass away ! 
—Paul Hamilton Hayne, in the Youth’s Companion. 


For “The Friend,” -. 

Quotations From “Christian Philosophy,” 

BY V. KNOX. 

“Dry argumentation and dull disquisition 
uninfluenced by the spirit of piety and deyo. 
tion, will never avail to convert unbelieverg 
and diffuse the doctrines of Christianity, 
Life, death, heaven and hell, are subjects of. 
too much importance to be treated with the 
coolness of a lawyer. The spirit of piety 
seems to have been wanting in some of the 
most logical and metaphysical defenders of, 
Christianity. They speak of Christ with: 
calm indifference, as if they were discussing: 
the genuineness of a medal, valuable only ag 
an amusing curiosity. If St. Paul had bee, 
no warmer advocate than certain famous 
apologists for Christ’s doctrine, he would 
never have prevailed with the Gentiles to 
relinquish their polytheism, and we of this 
island should at this day bave remained in 
the darkness of idolatry. Without the spirit 
of piety, all proofs and defences of Christi- 
anity are a dead letter.” 


“ But every human being is capable of the 
evidence which arises from the Divine illumi- 
nation. It is offered to all. And they who 
reject it and seek only the evidence which 
human means afford, shut out the sun and 
content themselves with total darkness or 
the feeble light of a taper.” 


“The outward testimony of the truth of 
the Gospel is certainly a very strong one, 
but it is found insufficient without the in- 
ward testimony. The best understandings 
have remained unconvinced by the outward 
testimony, while the meanest have been fully 
persuaded by the co-operation of the inward; 
the Divine irradiation of the Holy Ghost 


shining upon and giving lustre to the letter 


of revelation.” 


“As to those who deny the doctrine of 
Divine influence, I fear they are guilty of 
blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. All 
other sins we are expressly told, may be re- 
mitted, but on this the gates of mercy aro 
closed. Tho denial of the Spirit’s energy 
renders the Gospel of no effect, extinguishes 
the living light of Jesus Christ, and involves 
wretched mortals in the darkness and death 


of Adam, fallen from a state of primitive. 


perfection.” 


“The Lord opened the heart of Lydia, and 
then she attended to the things which were 
spoken of Paul. The Lord opens the hearts 
of all men at some period of their lives; but 
the vanity of the world, the cares of gain, 
and the pride of life, shut them again and 
reject the Holy Ghost.” 


“ Dry logical, systematic testimonies, which 
require learning, serve men to talk about. 
They furnish matter for logomachy, but they 
leave the heart untouched. Neither Jesus 
Christ nor his Apostles thought proper to 
address men systematically. And are critics, 
linguists and logicians wiser than the author 
of their religion, and better informed than 
his Apostles.” 


“Tt is true some few sparks or flashes of 
this Divine knowledge may possibly be driven 
out [produced] by rational considerations. 
Philosopy may yield some twilight glimmer- 
ings thereof. Common reason may dictate 
a faint consent unto, may produce a cold 
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THE FRIEND. 


Sa—— 


tendency after some of these things; but ajof misery. I could not keep my thoughts to 
clear perception—that full assurance of faith) any subject. 

and inflexible confession of hope which the 
apostle speaks of—do argue immediate in- 
fluence from the fountain of life and wis- 
dom, the Divine Spirit. No external in- 
struction could infuse, no interior discourse 
could excite them, could penetrate these 
opacities of ignorance, and dissipate these 







Thoughts on thoughts, a countless throng, 
Came chasing countless thoughts along. 
All the watery texts of the Bible came to my 
memory, and those beautiful words, “ A pure 
river of water of life, clear as crystal,” abso- 
lutely tortured me. Water in all its forms 
filled my imagination. The height of human 
thick mists of prejudice wherein nature and| happiness—the goal of all desire—was clear, 
eustom do involve us, could so thoroughly} cold water without stint. Once I thought I 
awaken the lethargic stupidity of our souls,| heard “an abundance of rain,” but on rising 
could supple the refractory stiffness of our|to go out into it I found that the sound was 
wills, could mollify the stony hardness of] but the sweep of the desert wind through the 
our hearts, and quell that carnal mind which stunted tamarisks. 
St. Paul says is enmity against God, for itis} We began the march soon after the sun 
not subject to the law of God neither indeed) had risen, turning the eastern sky into the 
can be; could repress those towers of self-| aspect of a conflagration. The heavens above 
conceit reared against the knowledge of God,| were “as brass” and the earth beneath “as 
and demolish those bulwarks of self-will iron.” I breakfasted on raisins and half a 
opposed against the impressions of Divine cup of stirabout made with some stale water 
faith, and captivate every conceit and device) which bad been begged from the scanty stock 
of ours to the obedience of Christ. Well, of the nomads of the night before. These 
therefore, did St. Paul pray in behalf of the folded their tents and passed away on that 
Ephesians, that God would bestow on them seurch for water which is the lifelong occupa- 
the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the tion of the dwellers in the desert. They left 
knowledge of Him, and that the eyes of not a trace behind. Soon after they went out 
their understanding might be enlightened so of sight I walked on alone, as is my usual 
as to know the hope of their calling, that is, practice, in advance of the camels, but soon 
understand and believe the ductrines of Cbhris- sank on a stone from exhaustion and suffer- 
tianity.”—Jsaae Barrow. | ing. Hassan had pebbles in his own mouth, 
‘and gave me some to put in mine, but he 
“For though the Scriptures themselves spoke thickly, though doubtless he bad taken 
are written by the Spirit of God, yet they more water than he gave tome. We marched 
are written within and without ; and besides for four hours a burning, weary, silent 
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recognized the Wady Feiran, the great oasis 
of the Sinaitic Desert. The Arabs lifted me 
very gently from my camel and laid me on a 
blanket under a palm-tree. Hassan brought 
me a cup of goat’s milk, warm and healing, 
and putting a water-cooler beside me, warned 
me to take the water only by sips. It was 
pure and ice cold; it was abundant; and 
reason having returned, I drank it rationally. 
Three thousand fruit-bearing palms, and per- 
baps two thousand young ones, grow in that 
grand oasis. Barley was springing, flocks 
were nibbling herbage, which, though scanty, 
was green; there was a murmur of water, 
and as I fell asleep that murmur became 
transformed into the sound of “the river of 
the water of life,” and the rustle of the palm 
fronds overhead into the whisper of the foli- 
age of that tree “ whose leaves are for the 
healing of the nations.”—Jsabella Bird Bishop, 
in The Leisure Hour. 





Providences. 


“T always like to hear people say that they 
believe in special providences,” said Aunt 
Ruth, on one occasion when she came in with 
ber knitting-work to sit a little while. 

“It gives me a world of comfort to think 
that God takes thought of me; it is proof that 
Iam accepted as his child. I have bad ex- 
periences that could be accounted for in no 
other way, that are remarkable enough, it 
seems to me, to strengthen any one’s faith. 
The first time such an interposition came di- 





the light shining upon the face of them, march—and halted at noon in the sharp,jrectly home to my heart was when I was 
unless there be a light shining within our deep shadow of a high rock, where the mer-|quite a young woman. I was driving with 
hearts, unfolding the leaves and interpreting cury fell to 111°. The glare on the sand be-|my husband and my sister-in-law in a lonely 
the mysterious sense of the Spirit, convincing yond the shadow was blinding. The lower|country way. We had a livery stable team, 
our consciences and preaching to our hearts; strata of the air were simmering with heat.|the horse was decidedly skittish, and as we 
to look for Christ in the leaves of the Gos- It was terrible to emerge from the shadow of| went tearing down a long bill, I caught a 
pel is to look for the living among the dead. that great rock into the furnace glare once | glimpse of an old man standing with his back 
There is a life in them, but that life is accord- more, and plod on once more, under the fiery| towards us in a peculiar shrinking, cringing 
ing to St. Paul’s expression, hid with Christ sun. 1 usually soak a towel, several times | attitude in the brush beside the road. Acting 
in God, and unless the Spirit of God draws folded, in water, and lay it on my head underjupon an uncontrollable impulse I seized the 
it forth we shall not be able.” —Jeremy Taylor. my hat, letting the end bang over the back| reins, pulling up the horse witb all my strength 
—-— of my neck; and, being unable to get gerd eng de. out, ‘I ae to speak - — ? in 
. | water, I suffered severely from the sun. As'such an excited voice that my husband com- 
On the Desert Without Water. ‘the afternoon went 1 became dizzy and|manded the horse to ies The old man 
The water had been hardly drinkable at distracted; I felt that [ should soon be de-|turned a white face towards us, and just at 
noon, and at night, when I asked for rice, lirious. I tried to speak to Hassan, but my|that moment, without warning of bell or 
Hassan’s gloomy countenance grew yet more tongue only rattled in my mouth. I felt that; whistle, a locomotive went flying across the 
gloomy, and he said there was not water if any one were carrying water, and would)road directly in front of us. The horse 
enough ; the Bedaween had stolen it. Being not give it to me, that I would take it by;reared; the old man canght him by the 
unable to have either rice or chocolate, what force—that I could commit even a desperate bridle, saying brokenly, ‘ Thank God, you are 
Ihad in the morning having been made of crimeto get one cupful. And still we marched saved !’ 
saltish water, possibly from Marah, I supped on silently under the blazing skies, through; ‘“ We were all paralyzed for the moment; 
on raisins and chocolate-paste only. Of course, the heated, simmering air. I felt my reason then my husband found voice to say, 
there was not any water for washing either going, and tied a handkerchief over my eyes;| “‘ What railroad is that! I had no idea there 
that night or the next morning—a discomfort then lassitude came on, and the longing for was a railway within miles of this place.’ 
under any circumstances, and an actual hard- water turned into a longing for death, and| “‘It’s the new Mill River Branch, ex- 
ship in these. When I lay down, I asked the fancied murmur of the “dark river” in plained the old man. ‘They have just put 
Hassan to bring me all the water there was,/my ears was a pleasant sound. |down the rails, and the engines of the con- 
and he presently reappeared with a most| Then there were voices, and Hassan, speak-' struction trains have been running wild here 
glum and clouded face, bringing a teacup ing thick, uttered the one word, “ Water!” I for two or three days. I saw one of them 
nearly full of a thick, dark-colored fluid like took the bandage from my eyes, and saw that coming the very moment that I caught sight 
the refuse stream of a dye-work, and, putting, we were in a valley. In front palms waved, | of you with this horse, that we consider 
it down by me, said, “ You get all; you very;and there was greenness on the earth. [| hereabouts to be almost unmanageable. I 
ill.” Then, smelling it, be said, with a look| thought I was again being mocked by the| was sure I could not stop him, and I turned 
of infinite disgust, “Stinks.” I felt as if I) mirage, but the blessed reality was confirmed my back to escape seeing you crushed or 
could drink up the Nile, and as I raised my-| the next moment, when I saw in the distance) thrown into the air by the engine.’ 
self on my elbow frequently during the night the Sheykh Barak running towards me with; “‘ What possessed you to desire to speak 
and sipped this fetid decoction of goat’s hide|a pitcher of water in bis hand. I seized it,' to that old man?’ said my husband. ‘I never 
in teaspoonfuls, the suffering hourly increased.| and in unreasoning baste drank an enormous knew you to be so actuated before. Indeed, 
I was really ill, and wondered if I could re-| quantity, when Hassan forced the cooler from: you are always decidedly averse to my ac- 
main sane until the afternoon of the nextday,|me and drank the remainder, poor fellow! costing any chance wayfarer.’ 
twenty hours later, when we should reach/ The thirst still raged, but there was hope, for) “‘I cannot explain it in any natural way,’ 
the wells of the Wady Feiran. It was a night in the long valley which we had entered I I replied. ‘It was a sudden, uncontrollable 
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impulse that did not allow me to wait for an|sorbing chosen occupation, for an unexpected |falo Railroad pierces the Palisades with its 
instant’s consideration.’ service in another direction, a proof of the|/tunnel. The fishes are found laterally com, 
“<Tt was a thought from the Lord,’ said the) loving wisdom of our Father in heaven. It/pressed and usually straight, but in some 
old man. ‘No Christian can doubt that it jis often the case that there is a gain to us, in instances the creature has become doubled 
was a direct interposition of divine Provi-|our health, in our spirits, in our means of use-|and turned over on itself, as if entra 
dence to save you from certain death.’ fulness, or in our power of continuous per-|while wriggling in its contortions to 
“'There is great comfort in the thought.” | formance, through a providential summons to|again to the water, which receding left it ex. 
said Grandma Beals. “The incident reminds|us to drop what we are doing and to attend | posed on a muddy flat. 
me of an experience of my own, some years|to an unlooked-for caller; and unless we are} Connection between a Fungus and the 
ago. One frosty winter’s day my son John|ready to realize that interruptions of this sort'of Some Flowering Plants.—A French botap, 
and I were driving quite rapidly along the;are among the “all things” that work to-|ist, in investigating the organs of a species of 
beaten snow-path between two large manu-/gether for good to those whom God loves,| Monotropa, came to the conclusion that this 
facturing villages. A little way from the road,!and who are in his loving service, we fail of|plant is not a parasite, as bas been supposed: 
at one point, we came upon a man who was|appreciating a means of rich blessing to us in|but that its root is completely covered with 
cutting down a large oak tree. As soon as I|\the experiences of our every-day life—S. S.j\a fungus. He contends that the root of the 











caught sight of his shining axe glistening in| Times. Monotropa derives its nourishment from the 
the sun, and realized what he was doing, I se soil through the agency of this fungus; ang 


was seized with a sudden alarm, and ex-| As it is with the natural mountain-tops, so'that the two organisms are dependent on 
claimed, it is with all the mental and moral summits each other. A similar observation has bee, 
“*Stop, John! We must wait until it is|from which men may have a wide-extending| made as to the connection between another 
down.’ outlook :—no lofty point of vision is ever fungus and the oak and other trees. Their 
«« Ty will fall away from the road,’ said Jobn,' gained without a larger cost than is necessary |roots are sometimes found to be entirely ep. 
‘ Don’t you see that he is cutting it with that|for a foothold on a lower plane. If a man|veloped by a fungus growth, so that the 
object in view ?’ stands high above his fellows in his compre-|nutriment must be received through it. 
“But I was not reassured, and although I|bension of truths in any realm of fact or| Jntelligence of a Gorilla.—Professor Hart 
am not at all a nervous woman, I called out|thoughbt or fancy, or in his power to see or to| man, of Berlin, speaking of a tame gorills, 
in a sharp, quick voice to the horse, foresee spiritual forces and their involvings, says it was impossible not to recognize in his 
“«Whoa, Major!’ that man’s altitude has cost him dearly ; and \actions a deliberate plan and careful calcula. 
“The well-trained animal came to a stand |no other man can fully sbare bis outlook with-|tion. Ifhe was forbidden to leave the room, 
still, and the man who was chopping arrested | out a corresponding outlay. There is no up-;he would, after several attempts to get his 
his blows, stepped back, and shouted, ‘Go|ward progresssave by upward struggling,and'own way bad been baffled, apparently submit 
ahead ; this tree will not fall your way.’ every added uplift is at the cost of a new out-|to his fate; and lie down near the door in 
“Even as the words reached us there was a'going of anxious and aspiring endeavor.—'assumed indifference. But he would grad. 
crushing sound, a tremble in the boughs of; Selected. ually edge himself nearer and nearer, and 
the great tree, and behold, it was falling di- Seer then looking carefully round, he twisted bim. 
rectly towards the road, and so near us as it} Progress always implies movement between self about until he reached the threshold; 
crashed down, that some of the twigs of the two points; but it does not alwaysimply move- then he got up, peered cautiously round, and 
wide spreading branches brushed old Major’s|ment in the same direction. He who is pro-| with one bound galloped off quickly. 
head. gressing toward the East is receding from the} He pursued his object with equal pertins 
“No one spoke a word. Son John handed| West; he who progresses toward the West re-'city when he felt a desire for the sugar @ 
me the reins silently as he stepped from the|cedes from the East. ‘The man who carves a fruit which was kept in a cupboard in the 
sleigh, and, taking the woodman’s extra axe, |fortune for himself is making progress along eating-room. He would suddenly leave of 
helped to clear a way for us to pass. A halfjone line, yet he may be receding, at the same|playing and go in an opposite direction, 
hour later, as our horse was led carefully|time, from all that makes life worth living.|only altering his course when he believed he 
under some of the huge limbs from which the|So, on the other hand, one who gives up a' was not observed. He then went straight to 























branches had been cut, the woodman said|lucrative position in order to engage in a/the cupboard, opened it, and made a snateh 
reverently and bumbly, ‘The tree was rotten|work of self-denial for Christ, and for those at the sugar-box or fruit-basket, sometime 
at the core. I did not suspect that. I think,|whom Christ would save, is making progress, | closing the cupboard doors behind him befor 
ma’am, the Lord told you to ery, “ Whoa,” in|thougb his purse shrinks more and more with beginning to enjoy his plunder ; or, if he was 
a sharp voice; for, don’t you see, if you hadjevery advancing year. There is a progress discovered, he would escape with it, and bis 
not, I should have been crushed as well as|which gathers to itself every material gain,' whole behavior made it clear that he wa 
you, for the tree bent over so sudden and |fills itself with the delights of living, is puffed conscious of transgressing into forbidden 
so unexpected there would have been nojup with the pride of life, and yet is poor and paths. He took a special and what might 
chance for me to dodge. All the time I have|weak and miserable, and lacking in all that called a childish pleasure in making a noi 
been trimming out a way for youl have been|constitutes true progress. And there is a by beating on hollow articles, and he seldom 
saying over to myself, “Fear not, therefore,|progress which gathers to itself nothing of missed an opportunity of drumming on caskt, 
ye are of more value than many sparrows.” |this world’s goods, and yet is filled with ‘dishes or tin-trays when he passed them— 
And not one of the two sold for a farthing|abiding riches.—Selected. American Naturalist. 
fell to the ground without the Father’s knowl- Curious Hysterical Affection—When H. 0. 
edge, you know.’” : . |Forbes was residing in Java, he met with 
The old lady wiped ber eyes and ber glasses, Natural History, Science, &. cases of a curious cerebral affection of a 
and then added slowly as she tied on her} Aquatic Respiration in Soft-shell Turtles.— | hysterical nature, called by the natives, late 
gingham sun-bonnet, “I think that incident|The belief that these animals have the power,On being startled or excited suddenly, the 
was what made a believer of son Jobn.”—A.|of extracting oxygen from the air dissolved person affected loses control of ber will, and 
Preston, in Ill. Christian Weekly. in water, as well as that contained in the air cannot refrain from imitating whatever sbe 
mn pmeene which is drawn into their legs, is supported|may hear or see done; and will keep calling 
Many an undesired interruption in the|by some experiments, in which it was found out as long as the fit lasts the name—and 
course of one’s study or business is a provi-|that when a turtle had been submerged for’ generally that word alone—of whatever ba 
dential call to duty, or a providential means|several hours in water without access to the flashed through the mind as the cause of it: 
of good to him who, at the time, deems it{air, free oxygen was abstracted from the} He-it-heb, matjan!” (tiger), &. The pre 
most unwelcome. A mother’s call to ber|water, and carbonic acid (the result of the fatory exclamation is an invariable symp 
child to come in from bis play at meal-time,| breathing process) was added to it. itom, seemingly caused by involuntary by- 
or to leave his story-book at bed-time, may,| Fossil Fishes.—Remains of fishes and aqua-'sterical inspirations. According to the degre 





for the moment, be counted by the child an|tic plants have been discovered in the red of alarm the symptoms may remain onlys 
unpleasant interruption; even while it is|shale and slates underneath the basaltic or few moments, or last for the greater part of 
prompted by both wisdom and love on the|trap-rock which forms the Palisades on the day, especially if the patient be prevented 
mother’s part. Just so surely is many a provi-| Hudson River. The locality is near the point from calming down. The afflicted, if no 
dential call to us to turn aside from our ab-| where the New York, West Shore and Buf- very seriously affected, are not altogether it 
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eapacitated from performing the duties to 
which they are accustomed. 

The most curious characteristic of the dis- 
ease is their imitation of every action they 
see. Forbes says, “On one occasion, while 
eating a banana, I suddenly met a servant 
with a piece of soap in her band, and per- 
ceiving she was slightly lata, without appear- 
ing to take any notice of her, I made a vigor- 
ous bite at the fruit in passing her—an action 
she instantly repeated on the piece of soap. 
Qn another occasion, while she was looking 
on a8 I placed some plants in drying paper, 
not knowing that caterpillars were objects of 
supreme abhorrence to the natives, I flicked 
off, ina humorous way, on to herdress one that 
happened to be on a leaf; she was instantly 
intensely lata, and, throwing off all ber cloth- 
ing, she made off like a chased deer along the 
mountain road, repeating the word for cater- 
pillar as she ran, until compelled by exhaus- 
tion to stop, when the spasm gradually left 
her. My own ‘boy,’ who would unconcern- 
edly seize all sorts of snakes in his hands, 
became one day lata also, on suddenly touch- 
ing a large caterpillar. My host’s maid once, 
while alone at some distance from the house, 
having come unexpectedly on a large lizard, 
was seized by a paroxysm ; dropping down 
on her hands and knees to imitate the rep- 
tile, she thus followed it through mud, water 
and mire to the tree in which it took refuge, 
where she was arrested and came to herself. 
Another case which came under my knowl- 
edge was more tragic in its results. This 
woman, startled by treading in a field on one 
of the most venomous snakes in Java, became 


it is not gentle to be brutal; and a man who will 
back or watch one man pound a fellow man till he 
bleeds and falls, has not the refined sense of a gentle- 
man. Some other name than gentleman must be 
found for that class of beings who delight in these 
things.” 


—Organs among the Presbyterians.—There has 
been for some time a difference of feeling among the 
Presbyterians, owing to some of the congregations 
favoring the introduction of organs into their places 
of worship, which is a departure from ancient prac- 
tice. A conference in the “ Fifih United Presby- 
terian Church,” of Pittsburg, adopted the following 
resolution: “That the authoritative exclusion of 
instrumental music from the worship of God in the 
United Presbyterian Church is necessary to a final 
and peaceful settlement of the difficulty by which 
for years this church has been agitated.” 

Another resolution states, that should the Assem- 
bly refuse to comply with the request to order such 
exclusion, “they, by such refusal, place us under 
the painful necessity of choosing between obedience 
to the authority of Christ, and acquiescence in such 
refusal.” 


—sSeparation of Church and State—An organiza- 
tion has been formed in New York, which aims to 
influence public opinion, so as to secure an amend- 
ment to the State Constitution to the effect, that 
“The Legislature shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or enforcing the dogmas 
of any creed, or the rites or ceremonies of any sect.” 
The organization is said to have been called into 
existence to counteract the efforts of the Roman 
Catholics to procure legislation favorable to them- 
selves. 


—In Jail for Preaching.—H. L. Hastings, of Bos- 
ton, the editor of The Christian and other publica- 


tions designed to promote religion and morality, | 


was arrested about a year ago for preaching on the 
Boston Common, without having first obtained a 
license from the city authorities ; and was fined $10 


We do not see that any outward act can properly 
be regarded as Christian worship, which must be 
‘in spirit ;” and our observation among the colored 
congregations in the South led us to think, that the 
efforts made to collect money at the close of the 
meetings tended to dissipate the serious feelings 
that might before have prevailed. 
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The public attention has been of late gener- 
ally directed to the numerous strikes among 
workmen of various kinds, and to the wide- 
spread unsettlement caused by disputes about 
rates of wages, and the effort to increase 
them by shortening the hours of labor withb- 
out a corresponding reduction in the price 
paid. These subjects have been so largely 
discussed in the daily papers, and in other 
ways, that we bave felt somewhat discour- 
aged from referring to them at much length 
in the columns of “ The Friend ;” but there 
are some considerations connected with them, 
which we have thought it might be proper to 
mention. 

We do not know that any person profess- 
ing to be a member of our Society has joined 
the organization known as “Knights of 
Labor,” and we hope that none will. If the 
statements made concerning it are correct, 
its members enter into an obligation of 
secrecy, and of obedience to the commands 
which emanate from the officers of the asso- 
ciation. Both reason and experience show 
that secret organizations are very liable to be 


so lata that she vibrated her finger in imita- 
tion of the tongue of the reptile in front of its 
‘head, till the imitated snake struck her; and 
the poor creature died within an hour.” 
During the attack the eyes have a slightly 
unnatural stare, but there is never a total loss 
of consciousness, and throughout the par- 


by the municipal court. He was subsequently ar-| used for evil ends, which isa reason why con- 
rested for reading aloud on another occasion three! scientious persons should avoid being con- 


chapters in the Bible, and-fined $30. On appeal|nected with them. Associations to promote 
to the Superior Court, these judgments were con-| 


Semed on the queens thas the Clr bed 6 legal | esitimate objects do not need the cover of 
right to exercise control over the Commons, which | S°CT@CY:. but can carry on their works with- 
is public property, and on the 26th of last Third|Ut the introduction of that feature. Where 
month, H. L. Hastings was committed to jail, until| both the objects and the means to attain them 


oxysm the patient is wishful to get away 
from the object affecting her, yet is without 
the strength of will to escape.—A Naturalist’s 
Wanderings. 

A Substitute for Explosives.—Caustic lime, 
ground fine, and consolidated by a pressure 
of forty tons into cartridges two inches and 
a half in diameter, is used in some collieries 
for getting coal, where gunpowder would be 
dangerous. After the boles are drilled in the 
face of the coal, an iron tube half an inch in 
diameter, with a small groove externally on 
the upper side, and several perforations, is 
inserted the whole length of the hole. The 
cartridges, which have a groove to fit the 
tube, are then inserted and lightly rammed 
and the hole tamped. A small force-pump 
injects through the tube a quantity of water 
equal in bulk to the lime. The water es- 
capes through the perforations and along the 
groove, saturating the whole, and driving 
out the air. The tube is then closed by a 
tap to prevent the escape of the steam, 
which, by its force, cracks the coal away 
from the roof, and then follows the expansion 
of the lime.— Science. 


Items. 


—Definition of Gentleman.—One of the news- 
papers having stated that “ A gentleman,” promi- 


nent in sporting circles, had deposited a sum of gregations to the practice of li 


the fines of $40 were paid. 

In an appeal to the members of the Massachusetts 
Legislature, he says that his actions were not done 
in any spirit of defiance to the laws; and that sub- 
sequent application for _— to preach in the 
Commons was not granted by the committee having 
charge of it, the chairman of which was “a whole- 
sale and retail rumseller.” Yet the city officers 
license the exhibition on the First-day of the week 
of demoralizing shows; and pay for public concerts 
on the Commons, at which as many as sixty couples 
have been seen dancing at once. While the Boston 
authorities may have acted in a legal manner, the 
whole occurrence is greatly to their discredit. 


—Law and Order Society of Philadelphia.—The 
Fifth Annual Report of this body, for the year end- 
ing Third mo. Ist, 1886, represents its efforts to pre- 
vent the sale of liquor on First-days as having been 
attended with considerable success; so that since 
the 1st of Seventh mo. last, the saloons in Philadel- 
phia have been generally closed on that day. The 
most effective means in producing this result was 
the action of the Courts in revoking the licenses of 
those parties who transgressed the law. In the 
Sixth month last the Society had 39 cases on the 
trial list of the Court. Of these about one-third 
were tried on a day set apart for the purpose, and 
the trials mostly resulted in favor of the Society. 
The next week the Liquor Dealers’ Association met, 
and resolved to close their saloons on First-day, as 
required by law. 


—Presbyterian Offerings.—There is pending before 
the Presbyterians a proposed amendment to the 
“ Directory for Worship,” designed to train the con- 

berality in giving, by 


money as a challenge to a prize fight; the Banner \encouraging weekly offerings from all, according to 
and Herald makes the following comment: “There|their ability; and that “the bringing of such offer- 
are no gentlemen in sporting circles, simply because ‘ings be performed as a solemn act of worship.” 


are upright and honorable, and there is no 


jintention to leave an opening for anything 


which the moral sense of the community 
would condemn, there is no need for secrecy. 
In joining any secret society the members 
surrender, to a certain extent, the control of 
their own actions, and place themselves under 
the direction, it may be of ungodly men, 
whose commands they are expected to obey. 
The Society of Friends discourages its mem- 
bers from connecting themselves with any 
secret organization; and we believe its testi- 
mony, in this respect, is founded on sound 
principles, and its value confirmed by ex- 
perience. - 

To us there seems to be something belittling 
to the dignity of man, in submitting to the 
government of an irresponsible association 
outside of the laws which are needful for 
civil society. A member of the Knights of 
Labor may be satisfied with his employment, 
his wages and the treatment he receives from 
his employer; and yet at the dictation of 
some official of the order, he may be called 
upon to give up his position, on the fruits of 
which he depends for the support of bis 
family, and wait for permission from the 
same source before he can resume his work ! 

The rapid growth of the Knights of Labor 
bas evidently disturbed the mental equi- 
librium of some of its members, and led 
them to feel that they can do almost every- 
thing that they attempt. But compared with 
the whole body of workers of the nation, 
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they are not numerous; and if their deé|spirituous liquors, except as components of medicines,|Ireland if they could not prosper and be 


mands should be unreasonable, founded on 
false principles of political economy, or unjust 
and wrong, they will surely fail of success 
in the end, however much of suffering 
and of trouble may result in the meantime. 
The laws which regulate the commerce and 
industry of the world, are founded on the 
mental and moral nature of man; and these 
cannot be permanently set aside by any arti- 
ficial means, or any combination of men. 
Amid the tumult of conflicting elements, the 
Christian will feel that duty calls him to do 
what he can to promote the welfare of his 
fellows, and spread sound principles among 
them for this end; yet he will not be unduly 
discouraged for he knows that the Lord rules 
among the kingdoms of the earth, and his 
confidence will be placed on that Almighty 
Being, who can still the wild passions of 
man, and say to them as to the waters of the 
sea, “hitherto shalt thou come, and here 
shall thy proud waves be stayed.” 


SUMMARY OF EVENTS. 


Unitrep Srates.—In the House of Representatives, 
on the 19th instant, Representative Dibble, of South 
Carolina, from the Committee on the Laws Regulating 
the Election of President, reported a joint resolution 
proposing a constitutional amendment creating and de- 
fining the office of Second Vice President of the United 
States. It was placed on the calendar. Representative 
Beach submitted a minority report declaring that the 
Jonstitution needs revision, but that it is not expedient 
to amend it in this fragmentary way, and he presented 
the following resolution: “Resolved, That in the 
opinion of the House of Representatives, the time has 
come when the Legislatures of the several States should 
apply for a convention to amend the Constitution.” 

Tn the same House, on the 21st inst., the bill pro- 
hibiting the importation of mackerel during the spawn- 
ing season was passed—yeas, 120; nays, 80. It pro- 
hibits for five years, from Third month Ist, 1887, the 
importation into the United States, or the landing upon 
its shores of mackerel (except Spanish mackerel,) 
caught between the Ist of Third mo. and Ist of Seventh! 
mo. of each year. The penalty prescribed for a viola- 
tion of the act is the forfeiture of the mackerel imported 
or landed, and, if the vessel violating the act be a United 
States vessel, a forfeiture of its license. Nothing, how- 
ever, in the act is to be held to apply to mackerel | 
caught off shore with hook and line from open row 
boats-less than 20 feet keel and landed in said boats. 

The House Committee on Territories has decided to 
report adversely all bills relating to the admission of 
Dakota as a State, except that introduced by Springer, 
providing an enabling clause for the admission of the 
whole Territory. This bill will be reported favorably. 

The President has signed the bill providing for the 
study of the nature of alcoholic drinks and narcotics 
and their effects, in the public schools of the District 
of Columbia, the Territories, &c. 

At Portland, Maine, on the morning of the 24th in- 
stant, the schooner Sisters, Captain Jesse Ellis, from 
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, with a cargo of 20,000 mack- 
erel, consigned to Portland dealers, was seized by the 
Deputy Collector of Customs for inability to pay a fine 
of $500 imposed under the law, because the captain had 
no manifest. Secretary Bayard has been informed of 
the seizure. 

The furniture manufacturers of Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan, are reported to be much dissatisfied over the work- 
ing of the eight-hour system, and there is strong talk 
of going back to ten hours. Two or three factories 
have already done so, and others have the matter under 
advisement. The Bissell Carpet Sweeper factory, em- 
ploying 150 men, has returned to the ten-hour system, 
and many of the employés have struck. 

Nearly all the sash, door and blind factories in Chi- 
cago have resumed work on the ten-hour plan. A 
majority of the men returned to work. Two factories 
are still working on the eight-hour plan, but are ex- 
pected to return to the ten-hour system in a few days. 

Kalamazoo, Michigan, makes a profitable specialty 
of celery farming. No less than 1600 acres are now 
under cultivation. 

The Trade Association of Philadelphia Druggists ad- 
vises its members and the retail trade generally “to 
desist from any further agency in the sale of vinous or 





or as specially prescribed by physicians,” thereby avoid- 
ing liability to additional tax and the opprobrium at- 
taching to indiscriminate sales of liquor 

A terrible storm of wind and rain passed over Hen- 
dricks county, Indiana, on First-day afternoon, the 23d 
instant. There was great destruction of vegetation, 
windows were smashed by hail-stones and many cattle 
and horses were killed by falling trees. 

The losses to nine counties in Ohio, devastated -by 
the recent storm, are computed at two million dollars. 

There were 368 deaths in this city last week: 179 
males and 189 females; being 45 more than last week, 
and 17 less than the corresponding week last year. 
There were 52. deaths from consumption; 20 from 
diseases of the heart; 18 from pneumonia; 18 from in- 
flammation of the stomach and bowels; 17 from croup; 
16 from old age; 13 from Bright’s disease; 11 from 
convulsions; 11 from marasmus; 10 from diphtheria 
and 10 from typhoid fever. 

Markets, &c.—U. 8. 44’s, registered, 111}; coupon, 
1123; 4’s, 126; 3’s, 103; currency 6’s, 1274 a 137. 

Cotton.—Spinners bought sparingly on a basis of 9§ 
cts. for middling uplands. 

Petroleum.—Refined was in light export demand at 
74 cts. for 70 Abel test, in barrels, and at 8} cts. for 
110 test, in cases. 

Feed was dull and irregular under liberal offerings. 
Sales of eight cars western winter bran, spot, at $15 a 
$15.50 per ton. 

Flour and Meal.—Offerings of flour were in excess 
of the demand, which was limited to the immediate 
wants of the home trade, and prices were weak and un- 
settled. Sales of 125 barrels Penna. roller, straight, 
at $4.50; 500 barrels winter patent, at $4.75 a $5; 125 
barrels Minnesota, clear, at $4; and 500 barrels do. 
patent, at $4.75 a $5. 

Grain.— No. 2 red wheat closed at 864 cts. bid, and 
863 cts. asked. Corn, mixed No. 2 closed nominally 
at 45} cts. bid and 46 cts. asked. Spot lots were dull, 
and favored buyers under free offerings. Oats were lec. 
higher. No. 2 white closed at 414 cts. bid and 42 cts. 
asked. 

Beef cattle were 4c. lower, at 4.a 6} cts. Fat cows 
were lower, at 23 a 43 cts. Milch cows were unchanged 
at $20 a $50. 

Sheep.—Wool sheep were inactive, at 3} a 6 cts. 
Sheared sheep sold well at 24 a 5} cts. Spring lambs 
were inactive at $2.50 a $6.50. 

Western hogs were firm at 6 a 63 ets. 
well at 5} a 6 ets. 

The receipts for the week were: Beeves, 2200; sheep, 
8000 ; hogs, 6500. 

Fore1Gn.—On the 18th instant, Premier Gladstone, 
in the House of Commons, moved that the Houge de- 
vote four nights out of the five given to Parliamentary 
business every week to the debate on the Home Rule 
bill. 

The Premier’s proposal produced a sensation, as it 
had come to be generally believed, without any clearly 
defined reason therefor, that the Government had about 
given up hope of carrying their measure, and would 
bring on the crisis as early as possible. 

The Government “whips” reported on the 20th, 
that 220 liberals were pledged to vote for the Home 
Rule bill with the 86 Parnellites, and that the number 
of supporters was increasing daily. They now count 
upon carrying the bill by a majority of fifteen. 

Negotiations are being carried on between the Cham- 
berlain party and the Government, and on the 24th 
there was thought to be a favorable prospect of a settle- 
ment of the Home Rule question. J. Chamberlain has 
authorized the Government whip to inform the minis- 
try that the Radical dissidents will not make the with- 
drawal of the Home Rule bill imperative, provided 
Clause 24 be eliminated; that in case the objectionable 
clause be stricken out, they will not vote for the second 
reading of the bill, but will abstain from opposing it. 
J. Chamberlain has also written to Gladstone a concilia- 
tory letter, explaining the writer’s conduct in the Home 
Rule debate. 

On the 19th instant, Lord Salisbury delivered an ad- 
dress in the Queen’s Theatre, London, to an audience 
numbering at least five thousand, and included a very 
large representation of the aristocracy of England. 
Lord Salisbury declared that Toryism was growing 
rapidly among all classes in the Empire. He said he 
felt it to be his duty, in these critical times, to urge all 
loyal men to combine for the support of religion and 
the Empire. He denied that he had recommended, as 
the best means of governing the Irish people, the adop- 
tion of a twenty years’ coercion policy; he had only 
advised the maintenance of law and order in Ireland. 
He reiterated his advice to the Irish to emigrate from 


Country sold 


under British rule, and urged the Conservatives bo 
support Liberal-Unionist candidates in the ' 
election, where Conservatives could not certainly 
chosen. 

On the 17th instant, a son and heir to the throng 
Spain was born. 

On the 2lst instant, despatches were received » 
Athens, that there was firing between the Turkish gg 
Greek outposts on the frontier. The next day th 
General in command of the Turkish forces on the 
tier of Greece who were engaged in the ski 
inquired of the Greek commander why his troops wen 
fighting. The latter replied that it was because tp 
Turks had first attacked them. 

London, Fifth mo. 23d.—Advices received here gy 
that severe engagements are taking place on the Grek 
frontier between Turkish and Greek tr 
forces engaged cover a distance of fifteen miles, 
heaviest fighting is at Tirnovo. Many have heey 
wounded on both sides. 

Athens, Fifth mo. 24th.—The Greeks have 
Contra by a turning movement. The Turks have beg 
repulsed at Ctitzovo. Many were killed. The Gres 
General Loris was mortally wounded. Eyoub Pash 
and General Sapounzaki, the Turkish and Greek egg. 
manders respectively, completed an agreement fory 
armistice at an interview to-day. The Greeks agony 
the Turks of capturing Contra by treachery, 
say that, whi .~ Turkish officer with a flag of trug 
was parleying with a Greek commander, Turkid 
troops stealthily surrounded and captured two Grek 
companies. 

The Government of Switzerland is taking actix 
measures to put an end in that country to the propag. 
tion of the doctrines of the Mormon Church. Nome 
ous arrests of Mormon missionaries have been made 
and it is probable that more will follow. 

Several new cases of cholera and some deaths wen 
reported in Italy last week. 

On the 18th instant, Mount Etna was reported tok 
in eruption. Vast coluons of flame are issuing from 
the crater of the volcano and present a most imposing 
spectacle. On the 21st instant, the molten lava wa 
only two hours distant from Nicolosi, eight miles from 
Catania, on the slope of the volcano, when the inhabit 
tants fled. Many dwellings were destroyed, bot 
lives lost. Earthquake shocks are constantly oceurri 

The Czar of Russia has issued a decree in. whieh 
says: “It is thirty years since the fleet by its hervie 
deeds sacrificed itself for Russia’ welfare, brave ma 
transferring themselves in spirit to the memorabk 
heights of Sebastopol. The fleet is now being reo» 
stituted, to the joy of the fatherland, which has 
mourned its loss. My will and thoughts are di 
towards the peaceful development of the nation’s we 
fare, but circumstances may render the fulfilmentd 
my wishes difficult and force me to an armed defenegia 
order to preserve the dignity of the Empire. If sud 
occasion should arise I know that you will aid me wit 
the devotion and constancy which your ancestors 
played’ in response to my grandfather’s appeal—ade 
votion and constancy which astonished their conter 
poraries on the sea who witnessed their gallant exploits 
To you I confide the defence, honor and safety of the 
Russias.” This manifesto has occasioned serious 
prehensions to the friends of peace. 


FRIENDS’ ASYLUM FOR THE INSANE. 
Near Frankford, (Twenty-third Ward,) Philadelphia. 
Physician and Superintendent—Joun C. Haut, M.D 

Applications for the Admission of Patients may 


made to the Superintendent, or to any of the Boardd 
Managers. 


Drep, on the 13th of Eleventh mo. 1885, Prisetuhi 
S. SHEPPARD, widow of Samuel C. Sheppard, a bel 
member of Salem Monthly Meeting of Friends, N.J 
in the 79th year of her age. Her quiet, humble 
and confidence in the unfailing arm of Israel’s Sh 
herd for strength and support was strikingly evine 
both in her life and in her death. Her friends ! 
comforted in believing that in putting off mortality 
“Death hath been swallowed up in victory.” Al 
through the merits and mercy of Christ her Savic 
the language is applicable, “To him that overcom 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is int 
midst of the paradise of God ;” and the promise is, 
such “shall inherit all things.” 
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WILLIAM H. PILE, PRINTER, 
No. 422 Walnut Street. 





